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HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: At this time of the evening we are given the opportunity 
to stand in our places and deliver all sorts of speeches, and generally we are very happy to do that. 
Unfortunately, this evening I rise to share some very sad news with the house. This is not an easy speech to 
make, and I make it on behalf of a number of my colleagues, some of whom I know probably would have liked 
to make this speech but the subject matter is too raw and too painful for them at the moment, so I am doing it on 
behalf of, especially, the women members on this side of the chamber. 

Last Wednesday, 25 November, the Liberal Party of Western Australia lost one of its much-loved personalities. 
Sadly, Margie Gray did not recover from recent heart surgery and tonight, on behalf of all of my colleagues on 
this side of the chamber, I would like to pay tribute to Margie. I doubt that there is a person on this side of the 
chamber who has not met or at least known of Margie Gray. She was one of this life’s great and colourful 
characters and, more often than not, you heard Margie with her commanding voice and her hearty laugh before 
you actually saw her. Everyone knew Margie, and Margie knew them. I have heard it said on more than one 
occasion that people would never die wondering what Margie Gray thought about them or what her opinion was 
on any range of subjects because, let me tell members, Margie would always tell people what that was. A spade 
was a shovel, and she never minced her words. Above all, she was loved and admired by all who came into 
contact with her. 

Margie’s membership of the Liberal Party dates back to 1975, when she was a member of the Mundaring branch 
in Tom Herzfeld’s campaign. She worked for Tom Herzfeld during his time as the member for Mundaring from 
1977 to 1983 and maintained her membership of the Mundaring branch of the Liberal Party until the early 1990s. 
Margie then went on to work for former MLC for the West Province, Hon Gordon Masters, MLC, and from 
1997 with Rhonda Parker, MLA, in the seats of both Helena and Ballajura. Margie “retired”, and that is in 
inverted commas, in 2001 but it was not long before she returned to work on a casual basis in the offices of then 
Western Australian Senator Hon Chris Ellison, former federal member for Hasluck Stuart Henry, and her very 
good friend Hon Donna Faragher. I do not think “retire” was a world that Margie ever came to terms with. She 
enjoyed what she did too much and she was too much of an asset to the Liberal Party for us to let her retire.  

Margie was responsible for reinvigorating the membership of the Morley branch, and between 1996 and 
2015 she held a number of positions in the branch and in the Perth division. These included vice-president and 
secretary of the Morley branch, preselection delegate, and state conference and state council delegate. From 
2000, she served in various positions in the Perth Women’s Committee and the Liberal Women’s Council and 
for a number of years, including this year, as the Perth Women’s Committee President. I recall fondly being on 
the Perth Women’s Committee back in the early 2000s. Hon Donna Faragher was president, Margie was vice-
president and I was secretary, so members can imagine that we did have some quite fun times during those days. 
In her 40 years in the Liberal Party, Margie was involved in every state and federal election campaign between 
1975 and 2013, and her husband, Ted, was always by her side. Her belief in and commitment to the 
Liberal cause was tireless and humbling. Margie’s commitment and service to the Liberal Party was 
acknowledged in 2007 when then Prime Minister Hon John Howard presented Margie with the Liberal Party of 
Australia’s meritorious service award. 

Of course, Margie was always full of fun and humour and was incredibly generous. Ted and Margie were host to 
countless functions at their beautiful home. She was a magnificent cook and she had a jar of preserves or a recipe 
to share. I know, for instance, that her matchsticks were very much loved by Richard Court. Margie had to make 
matchsticks for every function that Richard went to. Probably more important to this chamber were her 
Margie cakes, as they were known. Margie cakes were a particular favourite of young Clare and Harry Faragher. 

We pay tribute to Margie, a wonderful woman with a warm and generous heart. On behalf of past and present 
members of the Parliamentary Liberal Party, we extend our deepest sympathy and offer our support to her 
husband, Ted, and the extended family. RIP Margie; you are really going to be missed, mate! 
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